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1. Introduction 

Welcome to the PH8 Community Profile 2021.  This document has been compiled (as a 
complement to ) as evidence to inform the Community Action Plan for the PH8 postcode 
area in Perth & Kinross, Scotland.  
 

The purpose of the Profile is to present a picture of the project area, utilising trusted 
sources for statistical data and reported information from Perth & Kinross Council, the 
Scottish Government and others, along with contributions from agencies and locally-based 
organisations or businesses with particular interest or expertise in relevant subjects. 
 

While every effort has been made to source accurate and up-to-date statistics, there are 
some points readers should be aware of when referencing the data presented in this 
document. 
 
• Much of the base information dates from 2011 when the last national census was 

conducted.  The 2021 census in Scotland was delayed by the Covid-19 pandemic 
restrictions and in any event would not have published its findings in time for this 
project even if it had gone ahead on schedule.  This does mean, however, that much 
of the baseline data is a decade old and this can make certain comparisons 
difficult.  The next census in Scotland is due to take place in 2022. 

• Perth & Kinross Council supplied demographic data via their Policy & Research 
Officer (Community Planning) and the local Community Partnership.  This gave 
baseline figures for population, housing occupancy and more, derived from work 
carried out by PKC in 2019. 

• Other key sources include the Department of Work & Pensions (DWP) and the Office 
of National Statistics (ONS) but, again, timeframes differ and some geographical 
boundaries do not map precisely to PH8. 

• It should be noted “PH8” is not used as a geographical unit, definition or datazone by 
any agency for statistical information sources.  Most statistics used here are 
aggregates of two different datazones, and may include minor overlaps with some 
additional dwellings in rural parts towards Luncarty, Aberfeldy, Bankfoot or 
Blairgowrie that actually lie outwith the PH8 postcode, though not sufficiently 
significant in statistical terms to make any significant impact on the overall analysis.  
Bearing this in mind, however, we have tried not to lean too heavily on comparisons 
between differing sources.  Our intention is simply to gather together a range of 
statistics from a variety of sources to identify some significant trends and to 
consider their relevance to decision making in the community.  

 
Finally, it must be emphasised that many impacts arising from the pandemic – including 
those on health, employment and the local economy – are not yet apparent even in the 
most up-to-date statistics available. In employment, for example, the Government’s 
furlough scheme supporting staff at workplaces closed by regulation as well as loans for 
businesses mean the full impact of the pandemic may not yet have fully impacted 
some key sectors, most notably tourism, a staple of the local economy.  Contributions 
from local organisations, businesses and agencies is therefore particularly valuable, 
providing localised information on the situation as it was during the period of the survey 
and we are grateful for their input. 
 

 
 
 

2. Location 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The PH8 postcode is a largely rural area located in Scotland within Perth & Kinross local 
authority as part of its Strathtay ward.  All areas in PH8 fall within the Perth and North 
Perthshire UK Parliamentary constituency, and Scottish Parliament constituency of 
Perthshire North. 
 

Dunkeld and Birnam, the main settlement within PH8, sits at Latitude 56°34'5"N / 
Longitude 3°35'13"W. 
 

PH8 contains 117 active postcodes.  Hamlets include Amulree, Butterstone, Dalguise, 
Inver and Trochry plus several other smaller settlements all connected as a community 
through the shops, businesses and services located in and around the main population 
concentration in Dunkeld & Birnam. 
 
The area is close to the geological Highland Boundary Fault, with the River Braan, Birnam 
and Dunkeld traditionally seen as marking the "Gateway to the Highlands". 
 

PH8 is bisected by the A9 road, Scotland’s major road route to Inverness, and by the main  
northern train line from London to Inverness.  PH8 is served by a railway station at Birnam. 
 

 

3. Population  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_Boundary_Fault


 

 

Total Population  Aged 0-15  Working age population (16-64) 
 Aged 65+   

Dependency ratio  

2,416  308  1,500  603  0.61 
         

Figure: Population estimates by 5 year age band (2019) 

 
                                     Source : Office of National Statistics 

The PH8 area is home to approximately 1.6% of the population of Perth & Kinross (PKC), 

and 0.04% of Scotland as a whole.  Most of the PH8 population is concentrated in Dunkeld 

& Birnam, where over 600 households are home to more than 1,400 people (up from 

1,287 in 2011). The total population of persons resident in the PH8 area in the 2011 

census was counted as 1,913 (see below) though it is important to note datazone 

boundaries used may not be an exact match with those used for the 2019 figures above, 

which are mid-year estimates sourced from the Office of National Statistics (ONS) and 

isolated via a discrete software app, ‘Community Insight’. Beyond this, the 2019 ONS 

information does not provide exactly the same range of information as that yielded 

by the Census. Nevertheless the numbers strongly indicate that the overall population of 

the area has increased by around 25%.. 

Also worth noting is that the same period saw a rise in populations for Perth & Kinross 

and Scotland as a whole, from 146,652 to 151,100 and 5,295,403 to 5,463,300 

respectively.  

 

Age profile 

 PH8 % PKC % Scotland % 

0-4 88 4.6 5.1 5.4 

5-9 81 4.2 4.9 5.1 

10-14 105 5.5 5.5 5.4 

15-19 88 4.6 5.7 6.2 

20-24 99 5.2 5.1 6.7 

25-29 111 5.8 6.4 6.6 

30-44 329 17.2 20.1 19.8 

45-59 448 23.4 21.1 21.0 

60-64 147 7.7 7.8 7.3 

65-74 205 10.7 11.0 9.1 

75-84 147 7.7 5.9 5.5 

85 + 65 3.4 1.4 1.2 



 

 

Total 1,913 100 100 100 

 

Key points -  

1. PH8 has an over 75 population greater than both the rest of Perth and Kinross 

and Scotland as a whole. ( 3.8% and 4.4% respectively). 

2. By contrast,  PH8’s population of people aged between 0-44 years is less than 

that of both P and K (5.5%)and Scotland (8%) across almost every age band.  

Source - Census 2011 

 

 

Sex 

 PH8 % Perth & 
Kinross 

% Scotland % 

 Male 1,157 47.9 71.420 48.7 2,594,747 49 

Female 1,259 52.1 75.232 51.3 2,700,656 51 

Total 2,416 100 146,652 100 5,295,403 100 

Sources ONS 2019 Census 2011 

 
Key point - The proportion of females to males in PH8 is slightly higher than in both 
the remainder of P and K and in Scotland.  

 
Ethnicity 

 PH8  % PKC % Scotland % 

White – Scottish 1,899 78.6 81.7 84.0 

White – other British 343 14.2 11.3 7.9 

White – Irish 19 0.8 0.8 1.0 

White – Polish 27 1.1 1.7 1.2 

White – Other 99 4.1 2.4 2.0 

Asian – including Asian 

Scottish and Asian British 

24 1.0 1.3 2.7 

Other Ethnic Groups 5 0.2 0.8 1.2 

Total 2,416 100 100 100 

Sources ONS 2019                                              Census 2011 

 
  



 

 

4. Housing  
 
Across PH8 private ownership of housing is on a par with the Scottish average, though 
outright ownership is notably higher and mortgaged properties somewhat lower.  While the 
majority of housing is privately owned, various forms of private lets are more prevalent 
than renting from social housing landlords, including council – approximately 66% higher.   
 
This trend towards various forms of private letting over public renting has reportedly 
increased across the UK in the last decade, and there is a longer tradition of renting 
privately in more rural areas. PH8 ,however, was well above the Scottish national average 
in 2011 – over 25% against 14% nationally – although further research is required since 
the COVID pandemic which has led to an increase in short term lets. 
 
Local housing market: 

The Perth & Kinross Council Housing Need and Demand Assessment1 (last conducted in 2009 and 

currently being updated) highlights that the local housing market is pressured due to in migration 

causing house price inflation. It indicates that this has particular implications for young people on 

lower incomes. An additional pressure on the housing market is the level of second homes which 

is three times the national average.2 Rural Perthshire also has higher than average levels of empty 

homes.  

 

Average earnings in Perth and Kinross are lower than the Scottish national average, which coupled 

with higher than average property prices makes affordability a key issue. The average house price 

in Perth and Kinross is currently £224,921, compared to the Scotland wide average of £199,954.3  

Zoopla currently lists average house price value in PH8 at £355,825, calculated on the basis of 21 

property sales over the last 12 months, an increase of 0.34% in that period.4 Analysis of house 

sales data in Highland Perthshire has shown that 31% of buyers originate from the rest of Scotland 

or the rest of UK.5 The 2011 census identified that of the 3801 unoccupied properties in Perth 

and Kinross, 1847 were second residences or holiday homes and 1954 were vacant.6 

 

Social Housing  

Social housing is primarily provided to address affordable housing need.  PKC say that they offer 

the 9th lowest Local Authority rent in Scotland. Other social housing is provided in Perth & 

Kinross by Caledonia Housing Association, Hillcrest Homes, Kingdom Housing Association and Fairfield 

Housing Co-Operative. Together these landlords manage 11,000 affordable homes accessed via the 

Common Housing Register.7 Across PKC here are currently around 3000 applicants on the 

waiting list for these homes with around 1000 vacancies annually.8 In Dunkeld and Birnam, 

Caledonia Housing Association is responsible rented housing stock at Servite House (26 sheltered 

housing units), Bruce Gardens (26 units) and Stell Park Road (6 units).9  
 

Private short-term and long-term lets 

 
1 Perth and Kinross Council, 2010, Housing Needs and Demand Assessment (August 2009)  
2 Ibid. 
3 See Registers of Scotland, House Price Statistics, Monthly House Price Statistics – April 2021.  
4 See https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/browse/ph8/?q=PH8%20  
5 Perth and Kinross Council, 2016, Perth and Kinross Council Local Housing Strategy 2016-21. P.27 
6 Ibid.  
7 See https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/14125/Apply-for-housing  
8 Ibid. 
9 Caledonia housing association, 2013, Stock Location Brochure.  

https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/browse/ph8/?q=PH8%20
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/article/14125/Apply-for-housing


 

 

The proportion of households in Perth & Kinross living in the private rented sector was 19% in 

2016.10 According to Rural Housing Scotland the rural private rented sector is characterised by 

poor housing conditions, insecure tenancies and fuel poverty.  

 

Atholl Estates are the largest private rental landlord in Highland Perthshire with 284 houses leased 

to private families, estate staff and let-farm staff.11 National Trust for Scotland also own 21 

property units in the centre of Dunkeld which are rented privately. There are currently 29 

individual property Air BnB short-term let listings in Dunkeld and Birnam.12 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Occupancy 

 PH8 % PKC % Scotland % 

One person 329 34.4 32.2 34.7 

Two people 374 39.2 37.7 34.0 

Three people 113 11.9 14.3 15.1 

Four people 98 10.1 11.2 11.4 

Five people 34 3.6 3.6 3.7 

Six or more people 8 0.8 1.0 1.1 

 956 100 100 100 

 

 
10 Ibid. p.7 
11 https://atholl-estates.co.uk/portal/about-the-estate/  
12 Based on a map search of all Air BnB listings in Dunkeld and Birnam available at any time, omitting hotels, 
designated guest houses and private rooms in households, carried out on 10 June 2021.  

https://atholl-estates.co.uk/portal/about-the-estate/


 

 

Source: Census 2011. Key point -The preponderance of one and two person occupancy may 

be further evidence of an older population in PH8. 

 

Ownership 

 PH8 % PKC % Scotland % 

Owned Outright 339 35.4 29.2 28.0 

Owned with mortgage 218 22.9 35.8 34.0 

Rented: Council 80 8.3 11.5 14.6 

Rented: Other Social 73 7.7 5.5 8.1 

Rented: Private 
(inc. agents) 

214 22.4 13.9 12.2 

Rented: Other 27 2.8 1.1 1.8 

Other (e.g. shared ownership) 5 0.5 3.0 1.3 

 956 100 100 100 

 

Source: Census 2011 / Perth & Kinross Community Planning Partnership 
 
Key points- 1. The significantly higher proportion of properties owned outright may, once again, 
indicate a higher than average proportion of older or retired people in the PH8 area.  
2. Reliance upon the Private Rented Sector is significantly greater than in either P and K or in 
Scotland as a whole.  
 

 

Housing Types 

 % PKC % Scotland % 

Detached 643 54.7 38.5 21.2 

Semi-Detached 184 15.6 22.7 22.0 

Terraced 114 9.7 13.4 19.1 

Flat (Purpose-Built) 160 13.6 Combined 

24.0 

Combined 

35.8 
Flat (Converted) 43 3.6 

Residence in Commercial Building 28 2.3 1.1 1.6 

Caravan/Park/Temporary 6 0.5 0.3 0.3 



 

 

Total 1,178 100 100 100 

 
Key point - the high proportion of detached properties.  

 Source:  National Records of Scotland 2017 
As mentioned in the section on population, data indicates the number of people resident in 
PH8 grew rapidly in the period 2011 to 2019.  The table above would indicate the number 
of residential properties grew by more than 200 from 2011 to 2017, which supports the 
figures pointing to population growth – though, as stated previously, differences in 
datazone boundaries mean respective source figures may not correspond precisely. 

 

5. Local Economy and Employment 

The data presented in the table below is sourced from the 2011 census, which the UK 
Government officially noted as a period of “depressed economic activity”. 

  PH8 % PKC % Scotland % 

Full-time Employee 691 41.0 40.1 39.5 

Part-time Employee 

(i.e. 30 hrs or less p/week) 
226 13.3 14.3 20.7 

Self Employed 277 16.3 10.6 11.1 

Unemployed 37 2.2 3.3 4.3 

Full-Time Student (with or without job) 76 4.5 2.7 3.1 

Retired 249 14.7 17.2 13.3 

Looking after Home or Family 43 2.5 3.0 1.8 

Long-Term Sick or Disabled 56 3.3 6.9 4.1 

Other 37 2.2 1.9 2.1 

Total 1,692 100 100 100 

 

Children under 16 not represented in table above. 

 

• Between 2008 and 2018 Perth & Kinross was one of 14 (out of 32) local authority 
areas in Scotland where the employment rate increased for women only. 

• In 2011 around 18% of PH8 classed themselves as working from home as opposed to 
15% in Perth & Kinross and 11% in Scotland. The recent PH8  Business Survey 
also supported the growing incidence of home working. 

• No figures are available on home working from the past year, but anecdotal evidence 
suggests this statistic will rise sharply in the 2022 census. 



 

 

 

Broadband 
Connectivity and broadband speeds emerged as significant issues in the PH8 community 
consultation, possibly prompted by the increase in home working. This problem was 
identified by respondents in rural settings, respondents in urban settings and by 
traders  
 

Premises with broadband speeds below the USO (2019)  Average broadband download speed 
(Mbit/s)  Average broadband upload speed (Mbit/s) 

342  18.51  2.34 

     

 
 

These statistics on broadband were produced by Ofcom in 2019 using data sourced from 
communications providers. The first figure indicates 342 household and business premises 
in the PH8 area had broadband speeds below the Universal Service Obligation (USO) – 
i.e. download speeds at or above 10Mbit/s / upload speeds at or above 1Mbit/s). The 
second and third show the average speeds for the area, download and upload 
respectively. 
 
The number of homes in Scotland with access to superfast (at least 30 Mbit/s) broadband 
has increased by over 89,000 between 2017 and 2019 to around 92%. In areas where at 
least superfast broadband is available, 48% of properties use super or ultrafast services 
(300 Mbit/s min). Over 200,000 homes and businesses in Scotland (8%) have access to 
full-fibre broadband connections; these connections can deliver much higher download 
speeds of up to 1 Gbit/s (and are also more reliable than older, copper-based broadband.) 
 
 
 
Employment by industry 
 
According to Scottish Government statistics on rural Scotland, there are significant 
differences between remote rural Scotland and accessible rural Scotland in terms of 
employment. There is a much higher percentage of people employed in ‘agriculture, 
forestry and fishing’ in remote, 15%, and accessible, 12%, rural Scotland than the 
rest of Scotland for example, and accommodation and food also comprise a higher 
percentage of those employed in rural areas than the rest of Scotland.13 In all areas 
of Scotland the Public sector is the largest employing sector, comprising 17% of 
people for both remote and accessible rural Scotland. For accessible rural areas 
and the rest of Scotland the ‘Financial & other activities’ sector has the same 
proportion of employment as the Public sector. 
 
In terms of place of work, a higher proportion of people in rural areas work from 
home than in the rest of Scotland, 24% of people in remote rural areas, 18% of 
people in accessible rural areas, whereas just 11% of people in the rest of 
Scotland.14  
 

 
13 Scottish Government, 2021, Rural Scotland: Key facts. P.49 
14 Ibid. P. 34 



 

 

Micro businesses (of 0-9 employees) are more common in rural areas than the rest 
of Scotland, accounting for 36% of all employment in accessible rural areas and 
29% in remote rural areas, just 13% of people are employed by micro businesses in 
the rest of Scotland.15 There is also a much higher rate of self-employment in rural 
areas than the rest of Scotland, accounting for 23% of all employed people in 
remote rural areas and 17% in accessible rural areas, as compared to 11% of all 
employed people in the rest of Scotland.16  
 

 PH8 % PKC% Scot% 

Accommodation and Food 192 15.7 13.0 6.6 

Administrative & support services 76 6.2 7.0 4.9 

Agriculture (inc. Forestry and Fishing) 79 6.4 6.0 2.1 

Construction 70 5.7 6.0 8.2 

Information and Communication 20 1.6 2.0 2.9 

Mining, Quarrying and Utilities 
(inc. energy & water supply, sewage, waste management) 

38 3.2 5.0 3.1 

Manufacturing 47 3.9 6.0 7.8 

Professional, Scientific, and Technical  
(inc. real estate, insurance and financial services) 

121 9.9 6.0 5.9 

Public Admin, Education and Health (inc. Social Work) 332 27.2 26.0 30.7 

Retail (inc. wholesale, mechanical repairs) 156 12.8 14.0 16.7 

Transportation (inc. Storage and Logistics) 30 2.4 3.0 5.2 

Other (inc. Arts, Entertainment, Recreation etc.) 62 5.0 6.0 5.9 

Total 1,223 100 100 100 

 
Source: Census 2011 

 
The 2019 Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES) suggests a marked 
change in the spread and concentration of employment by sector since the 2011 
Census.  While the figures are not like for like – different groupings were used – and the 
BRES data is partially based on voluntary returns, their findings do indicate an 
expansion of the tourist sector in importance to employment and the local economy.     
 

Largest industry sector  Second largest industry sector   Third largest industry sector  

Hotels and catering  Health  Retail industry 

28.4% of all people in 
employment 

 
16.6% of all people in 

employment 
 

9.2% of all people in 
employment 

Source: Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES) 2019 

 

 
15 Ibid, p.51 
16 Ibid, p.59 



 

 

 
Tourism 
Accommodation and food outlets were the second largest 
source of employment in PH8 in 2011.  Retail was third 
largest, with the two combined accounting for around 30% of 
the local working population.  Both sectors rely on tourists 
visiting the area as well as local trade out of peak tourism 
periods.  
 
Dunkeld and Birnam have the following tourist 
accommodation options: 
• Four hotels in Dunkeld & Birnam 
• Ten B&B / guest houses / hostels 
• A caravan and camping site at Invermill 
Around 60 lodges / static caravans at Erigmore (a complex 
recently taken over by the Verdant Leisure Group) 

• More than 70 Airbnb options online, some of which 
include converted or purpose built holiday cottages to let. 
 

Along with the draw of the outdoor environment and heritage properties detailed elsewhere 
in this profile, PH8 has also become a destination for a range of outdoor activities 
including mountain bike trails, road cycling, kayaking, canoeing, wild-swimming, hill-
running, hillwalking, and more. Regular hill races and bike enduros take place in and 
around the villages.  
 
Numerous businesses, large and small, have emerged over the past twenty years to meet 
the demand for equipment, expert tuition and bespoke support in many of these fields.  In 
addition to such businesses, the Scottish Wildlife Trust-owned visitor centre at the Loch o’ 
the Lowes attracts nature-lovers and birdwatchers keen to see nesting ospreys, beavers, 
red squirrels and other wildlife.   
 
Local businesses and tourist attractions have been adversely affected both by the impact of 
Brexit and by the Pandemic. Difficulty in recruiting staff ( when able to trade), accessing 
equipment/ materials and more recently, interruption in the supply of certain foodstuffs 

have all had their impact. Several businesses and organisations were already concerned 
about the impact of Brexit on the 2020 season when the Covid-19 virus struck.   
 
Restrictions and precautions notwithstanding, at time of writing visitor-related businesses 
seem to have withstood both issues so far, with domestic tourists broadly compensating 
for the huge downturn in overseas visitors.   
 
Farming 

Agriculture, including forestry, is the fifth largest employer locally.  Although this translates 
to a permanent workforce of only 80 or so people, the sector dominates the land area.  



 

 

PH8 consists largely of an attractive and diverse rural landscape, including some high 
quality land suitable for a range of arable crops, 
though most farming in the area  entails upland 
pastoral farming. 
 
While the area benefits from a robust rural 
economy we have yet to see the full effects 
arising from the Covid-19 pandemic, and from 
the loss of the EU subsidies that have shaped 
agricultural policies and guided farm 
management for more than a generation.  
 
The recent announcement by the Tay City Deal 
joint committee has given some good news, 
however, greenlighting the International Barley 
Hub and the Advanced Plant Growth Centre, 
two flagship innovation projects supported by 
Government capital investment via the Tay Cities Region Deal.  Barley is one of Scotland’s 
most important crops, being key to brewing and distilling but also used for animal feed. It is 
estimated these two projects will create over 470 jobs in Perthshire and the Tayside 
region, with a further 2,200 jobs across the wider Scottish and UK economy. 
 

Forestry 
Forest & Land Scotland maintain a busy office at Inver located near to two of its key assets 
in this area, Inver Brae and Grandtully Forest, both of which form part of the much larger 
Tay Forest Park.  Access to Grandtully Forest is near Pitnacree Bridge on the A827 
between Dalguise and Aberfeldy and is notable for the prehistoric fort of Caisteal Dubh 
(The Black Castle). Climbing through juniper trees to the remains of the fort, unrivalled 
views over the River Tay open up, making clear why this was such an important defensive 
position for the Pictish tribes who long occupied this part of what is now Scotland. 
 
Maintaining public access is only one part of the agency’s work, however; Forest & Land 
also develop renewable energy schemes and plan forests while working to conserve 
habitats, wildlife and archaeological treasures.  Their main business, of course, remains 
course timber production.   
 
The timber industry is vital to the Scottish economy, generating millions and providing 
thousands of jobs, so Forest & Land is tasked with overseeing certification, timber 
transport, tree health and more.  Locally their work ensures high quality timber supplies to 
several local companies, thereby supporting one of the key industries in PH8.  Customers 
include sawmills such as Brodies of Inver, the Cally Sawmill between Dunkeld and 
Butterstone, and their neighbour Perthshire Timber at Polney.  The latter is notable for its 
traditionally run mills which, though more labour intensive and demanding of higher skilled 
workforce, yield more efficient recovery and thus have less of an environmental impact. 
 



 

 

 
   
SSE Griffin & Calliachar windfarms 

The Calliachar windfarm is situated mainly in the PH8 area, comprising 14 Siemens 2.3 
MW wind turbines with a maximum blade tip height of up to 109.8m.  First generation was 
achieved in March 2013.  The neighbouring 68-turbine Griffin windfarm is located to 
the east of Calliachar and the two have a combined output of 188 MW.   
 

Both windfarms are owned and managed by SSE plc.  SSE combine the two farms for the 
purposes of its local Community Fund which awards around £500,000 annually to local 
community projects, including those based in the villages of Dunkeld and Birnam.  The 
SSE Community Fund is, in fact, one of the main funders of the Community Action Plan 
project. 
  



 

 

6. Education and Childcare 

Royal School of Dunkeld Primary in Little Dunkeld is one of the oldest in Scotland, 
educating children continuously since 1567.  In 2017 the school celebrated the 450th 
anniversary of the granting of its Royal Charter by James VI of Scotland, later James I of 
England. 
 
136 pupils were enrolled in P1-P7 classes as of September 2020.  The Royal School of 
Dunkeld is the only primary school with a PH8 postcode and its catchment serves almost 
all families resident in the area.  A small number of children on the edges of the boundary 
attend primary schools located outwith PH8. 
 
The pupil teacher ratio in PKC in 2019 was 13.6 in line with the national levels.  
 
The Morgan Review concluded in 2019 found that “30.9% of children and young people in 
schools in Scotland have an additional support need” (ASN). Whilst in Scottish law every 
child of school age has the right to be educated alongside their peers in a mainstream 
school, unless there is a good reason for not doing so, some parents were finding this was 
not possible at the school and children were therefore being removed or partially home 
educated. Parents formed an ASN group (independent of the school and which covers all 
of Perth and Kinross) in 2021 including parents from Aberfeldy, Crieff and Comrie and 
together identified the problem to be both school specific as well as at PKC level. Since 
the ASN group has started raising concerns with PKC and John Swinney MSP some 
progress has been made. The Royal School of Dunkeld has engaged a nurture teacher 
and is offering more support to some children, however more progress is needed to 
ensure inclusivity for all ASN children.  
 

Secondary Schools  
There are no secondary schools located within the PH8 postcode. Almost all locally 
resident children continue their state education at Breadalbane Academy in Aberfeldy, 
though there is another option for state secondary education at Perth Grammar.  Fee-
paying secondary schools in daily travel distance are Morrison’s Academy in Crieff and 
Glenalmond College in Perth. 
 
Childcare 

Nursery provision at the Royal School of Dunkeld allows for up to 25 children.  Across the 
street from the school is Puddleducks, a private nursery taking children from 0-5 years old.  
A Parent and Toddlers Group also runs in the Duchess Anne. There are currently no 
registered childminders in the area – a longstanding problem – but Dunkeld & Birnam 
Playgroup is a community run playgroup operating from the Guide Hut opposite the school 
and runs twice weekly morning sessions of parent supported childcare.  
 
Child health and wellbeing 

First time 
mothers aged 

under 19 

 

First time 
mothers aged 
35 and over 

 

Babies born 
with low birth 

weight 

 

Women giving 
birth who were 

smoking at 
booking 

 

Women giving 
birth who were 
former smokers 

at booking 

 

Women giving 
birth who had 
never smoked 

0 0 0 1 0 24 

      

Source: ISD Scotland, 2015-18 Source: ISD Scotland, 2016-18 



 

 

Children 
vaccinated 

against 
DTP/Pol/Hib by 
24 months of 

age  

Children 
vaccinated 

against MMR by 
5 years of age 

Babies 
breastfed at the 

first visit 

 

Babies 
exclusively 

breastfed at the 
first visit 

 

Babies 
breastfed at the 

6 to 8 week 
review 

 

Babies 
exclusively 
breastfed at 
the 6 to 8 

week review 

12 18 7 3 2 1 

      

Source: ISD Scotland, 2013 Source: ISD Scotland, 2013/14 

 
 
The 12 measures used here are standard health and wellbeing indicators for children in 

the 0-4 age group.  Children born into the PH8 community score very well across all of the 

above measures, data that complements a series of other indicators detailed in the section 

below.    



 

 

7. Health, Care and Deprivation 

PH8 lies within Tayside Health Board area and is served by two major hospitals, Perth 
Royal Infirmary and Ninewells Hospital in Dundee.  There are also local hospital facilities 
in a fifteen mile radius of PH8: Blairgowrie Cottage Hospital, Crieff Hospital, and Irvine 
Memorial Hospital in Pitlochry.   
 

Local Health Service 

Craigvinean Surgery comprises four GP partners, two surgery nurses, a phlebotomist, a 
Community Pharmacist and a Community Nursing practice extending to local midwife 
support and four community nurses.  This is a long established and highly regarded 
partner practice located in Little Dunkeld, providing services to the overwhelming majority 
of people living in PH8 and several surrounding areas.  The practice list stands at 3,975 
(April 2021); for comparison the average patient list for GP surgeries in Scotland is 6,000 
and 9,000 for the UK as a whole; this lower than average list helps the surgery offer 
appointment times at relatively short notice (1-2 working days as opposed to an average of 
4-5 working days in Scotland).  
 
Davidson’s Pharmacy situated in Dunkeld’s Bridge Street serves at similar numerical 
range of PH8 residents, and beyond. Bridge Street also has two dental practices – 
Dunkeld Dental Surgery, and Infinity Blu. 
 
Support Choices is a charity based in Little Dunkeld working with individuals who have 
support needs.  Its free service helps people identify their requirements, plan budgets and 
connect with reputable providers who can meet those needs.  In the three years since it 
was established, the project has developed a strong network in the local community and 
with agencies, council, care providers, and others. It is currently planning to extend its 
services to other parts of Perth and Kinross. 
 
Support for older and vulnerable residents 

Supported accommodation for older residents located within PH8 is quite limited, although 
there are options in neighbouring postcodes with larger towns such as Aberfeldy, 
Blairgowrie, Pitlochry and of course Perth.  As noted in the age profile above, the 
demographic of the area is above the Scottish average, particularly for ages over 75.    
 
Caledonia Housing Association own a complex of 26 flats located at Servite House in 
Willowbank, Birnam.  Built in the 1980s as sheltered housing with a full-time warden, a 
Care Commission report in 2019 redesignated the complex as “Retirement Housing” so 
reducing the service to on-call support with a part-time coordinator three mornings per 
week.  There are 31 residents at present, the youngest being a 62 year-old while the 
oldest is aged 97. 
 

Rivendell is a private care home situated in Oak Road, Birnam. It provides round-the-
clock care for 27 elderly residents with support needs arising from age, disability and 
dementia. 
 
Gien A Haund is a local volunteer group who befriend and support older, isolated or 
vulnerable people living in the PH8 area. The initiative to reach out to isolated folk during 
the first lockdown – collecting prescriptions, delivering shopping, dropping off post - was 
well supported by Gien a Haund volunteers and appreciated by local people..   
 
 



 

 

Because of the number of local organisations  working with older people, PH8 is viewed 
by PKC as an area where innovative work is taking place, especially in intra-agency 
networking and cooperation. 
  
Income Deprivation / Unemployment 
7.2% of PH8 residents were classed as income deprived in January 2021 (174 people).  

This compares to 8.8% in Perth & Kinross and 
12% of the overall Scottish population. 
 

• 6% of the PH8 working age 
population (92 people) were 
classed as employment deprived in 
January 2021 (DWP) compared to 
8% across Scotland. 

• In PH8 this figure is up from 5% for 
the same period (January 2020), 
5.9% across Scotland. 

• Note these 2021 figures do not 
include any employees supported 
through the UK Government’s 
furlough scheme which was 
ongoing till May this year. 

 

Figure: Age breakdown of working age DWP benefit claimants (all DWP benefits) 

The graph below tracks the take up of DWP benefits in the Scotland wide working age 

population over the past 15 years.  

 

Care-related benefits and income deprivation 
 

UC households: Carer Entitlement  UC households: Child Entitlement  UC households: Disabled Child 
Entitlement 

N/A  18  N/A 
     

UC households: Housing Entitlement, Private  UC households: Housing Entitlement, Social  UC 
households: Single, dependent children 

8  6  17 
     

Source: Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), April 2021 

 

Aged 50-64 

Aged 25-49 

Aged 16-24 



 

 

The figures below show the numbers of PH8 residents in three groups with specific needs: 
mental health issues; households with multiple deprivation; people providing unpaid care.  

Mental health related benefits   Households suffering multiple deprivation   People 
providing unpaid care   Unpaid care (50+ hours per week)  

0  2  208  45 
(DWP Nov-20)  (Census 2011)  (Census 2011)  (Census 2011) 

Figure: Receiving Employment Support Allowance (ESA) and Incapacity Benefit (IB) due to mental health 

 

The figures for people with mental health issues are purely based on Employment 
Support Allowance / Incapacity Benefit recipients registering claims due to mental health 
related conditions. Incapacity Benefit is payable to persons unable to work due to illness or 
disability and may significantly under-report the true incidence of mental ill health.  

Households with multiple deprivation are households experiencing four key measures of 
deprivation:  

• All adult household members have no qualifications 

• At least one household member is out of work (due to unemployment or poor health) 

• At least one household member has a limiting long-term illness  

• The household is living in overcrowded conditions. 

 
The chart below it includes 
figures for children and all 
people providing unpaid care 
across PH8.  Informal care 
figures show people who 
provide any unpaid care by the 
number of hours a week they 
provide that care. A person is a 
provider of unpaid care if they 
give any help or support to 
another person because of long-
term physical or mental health or 
disability, or problems related to 
old age. 
 

 
 
Highest Qualification 
The information below is sourced from Census 2011 and relates solely to working age 
PH8 residents (16-64)  - approximately 1,300 people. 

 PH8 % PKC Scotland 

No qualifications 21.6 23.4 26.8 

Highest level attained – Level 1 
(Lower secondary school, such as standard grade, O level, 
national 4 or 5 or equivalent) 

17.4 22.5 23.1 



 

 

Highest level attained – Level 2 
(Higher secondary school, such as higher, advanced higher, 
A level or equivalent) 

14.3 14.0 14.3 

Highest level attained – Level 3 
(College awards such as HNC, HND, SVQ level 4 or 
equivalent) 

7.8 9.7 9.7 

Highest level attained – Level 4 and above 
(University degree or equivalent; above includes Masters, 
PHD, certain professional qualifications) 

38.9 30.4 26.1 

Total 100 100 100 

 
 
As noted above, lack of qualifications is a significant barrier to employment and one of the 
strongest indicators of deprivation.  The data from Census 2011 indicates PH8 is well 
above the national average for the highest level of attainment and may translate into the 
low levels of deprivation identified in the area. It does not indicate, however, the 
number of local young people securing employment consistent with their 
qualifications. 
 
  



 

 

8. Community facilities, groups and organisations  

PH8 is a remarkably vibrant community with a huge array of social or interest groups and 
organisations – too many to list here.  Some are mentioned elsewhere in this profile, but 
amongst the most prominent and active are: 
 
Community Growing Initiatives – The Field and The Orchard 

In 2010 some local residents concerned about development plans for a derelict walled 
garden on the outskirts of Dunkeld set up a land trust with the intention of a community 
land purchase.  Around the same time a large 6-acre plot was donated to the Soil 
Association Land Trust (SALT) for organic food growing by a local resident. SALT 
approached the group and the Dunkeld & Birnam Community Growing SCIO – known to 
all as ‘The Field’ – was established in 2011, the first year that the ground was prepared 
and food grown. 
 

Around 100 members  now contribute to 
the work of The Field in a variety of ways, 
though most work centres on producing a 
wide variety of organic fruits and 
vegetables.  A stall by the entrance gate is 
stocked twice weekly through spring, 
summer and autumn, with an honesty box 
for purchases.  Volunteers also run stalls 
in Birnam on Tuesdays and every 
Saturday in Dunkeld, except during the 
winter months. Produce bagged in 
biodegradable material and simple £1 
pricing used, mostly without weighing. 
 

The Orchard is similarly run by volunteers who maintain a small community orchard by the 
Telford Bridge at Little Dunkeld.  Apples and plums are grown here, with windfall fruit 
made available free to the public.  
 

Dunkeld & Birnam in Bloom 
Founded in 1992, this volunteer 
group works to enhance not just 
the appearance but the quality 
of life in  both villages, taking 
pride in the beauty of this corner 
of Scotland. A key part of their 
work entails maintenance of 
the various flowerbeds around 
Dunkeld and Birnam The group 
has tackled varied projects, big 
and small, learning from each 

and adjusting to environmental changes and 
challenges as necessary. Last year was challenging, 
but somehow they kept going, working “like solitary 
bees”, exchanging seeds / plants and communicating 
by phone or email.  The tremendous work of the group 
earned Dunkeld & Birnam a silver award in the large 
village category of the prestigious Scotland in Bloom 
awards in 2019.  



 

 

 
Churches 
The PH8 area is served by five 
churches representing three 
different Christian denominations: 
• St. Mary’s Episcopalian 

Church located on Perth 
Road, Birnam 

• St Columba’s Roman 
Catholic Church on St. 
Mary’s Road, Birnam, and 

• The Church of Scotland who 
hold services at the historic 
Dunkeld Cathedral (pictured), 
the Kirk at Little Dunkeld, and 
at Amulree. 

 

All three local churches cooperate in running the ‘Three Churches’ charity shop based at 
the Cross in Dunkeld.  Alongside their respective pastoral work, the three churches 
coordinate on other community projects, such as lunch clubs for the vulnerable and 
elderly. 
 
PH8 Community Volunteers 
The lunch clubs have had to be suspended for over a year because of pandemic 
restrictions but a new initiative to keep contact with isolated, elderly, housebound and 
other vulnerable people in the area saw the PH8 Covid community volunteers emerge. 
This  informal group became emblematic of the great community spirit in the area by 
arranging to collect and deliver prescriptions, offering a shopping service and maintaining 
regular contact with people by phone and sometimes socially distanced home visits. 
 
With the nearest food bank in Pitlochry, a smaller group of volunteers then organised 
local donations to be available to those in need via the Food Larder initiative, utilising the 
decommissioned red telephone boxes in Birnam and Dunkeld, and organising pick-up / 
drop-off points in the outlying communities. 
 
A number of volunteers and coordinators subsequently formed the nucleus of PH8 
Community Matters, the body of volunteers who secured the necessary funds to plan, 
organise and deliver the community consultation and Action Plan of which this profile is a 
constituent part.    
 
Twinning with Asheville, North Carolina, USA 
Birnam resident Fiona Ritchie is an award-winning broadcaster and author whose regular 
folk music broadcast on America’s National Public Radio, The Thistle and the Shamrock, 
is hugely popular in the US.  Fiona’s profile and personal connections in North Carolina 
began the conversations that resulted in Dunkeld & Birnam twinning with Asheville in 
August 2017. 
 
Although Asheville is a city of over 90,000 people, historical and cultural links prompted 
this twinning arrangement as part of the city’s initiative on promoting green economies. 
 
 
 



 

 

Dunkeld & Birnam Historical Society 
Formed in 1976, the society has around 70 members currently, and holds  regular 
meetings featuring guest speakers and organising occasional field excursions.  The group 
make great use of the volunteer run Dunkeld & Birnam Community Archive situated in 
the Cross at Dunkeld.  Management of this resource is linked to the Chapter House 
Museum in the Cathedral. 
 
Many of the above groups and organisations hold meetings or otherwise make use of 
community facilities in the area, including: 
 
Birnam Arts (the Institute) has several rooms for hire, including a dance studio, meeting 
room and the John Kinnaird Hall.  The latter has a (pre-pandemic) seating capacity of 220 
with digital cinema projection and sound system, and is a popular venue for conferences.  
More information on the Institute under the section on Heritage, Arts and Culture. 
 
The Duchess Anne Hall in Dunkeld has a meeting room for hire, and hosts weekly 
‘Meeting Place’ coffee mornings every Friday. It also hosted a popular Lunchclub for 
Older People until the advent of the Pandemic.  A thriving parent & baby/toddler group 
is now run by a local grandparent, Lesley Singer, in the DA with many new families 
joining over the last year, and despite Covid restrictions, outdoor walks and meet-ups have 
been helping to support new families, with more usual group sessions now resuming on a 
Friday morning.  The Duchess Anne is more widely known for its annual art exhibition held 
every summer. 
 
Dunkeld also has the Black Watch cadets’ Drill Hall available to hire plus, for smaller 
meetings, the Church of Scotland run the Chanonry in Cathedral Street.  
 
Busy village halls are vital to the coherence and vitality of local communities and host a 
wide range of activities.  PH8 is fortunate to have three active, community-run village 
halls located in Amulree, Butterstone and Dalguise - each with its own hall 
committee. . 

 
In addition to these community facilities, rooms are available for hire at local hotels: the 
Birnam Hotel, the Atholl Arms Hotel, the Royal Dunkeld Hotel, the Perth Arms and the 
Taybank pub. Each of these venues include larger spaces for weddings, conferences and 
social events.  
 
Post Office, banking and other key amenities 
Birnam has a busy post office which also serves as a popular local café and which will be 
opening a new laundry service shortly.  The post office in Dunkeld closed in 2018, with the 
Visit Scotland Tourist Office closing in 2019 and the National Trust’s ‘Ell Shop’ following in 
2020. 
 
The Bank of Scotland branch in High Street, Dunkeld is another mainstay of the 
community, open each week on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, also offering an ATM 
facility.   
 

 
 
  



 

 

9. Heritage, Arts and Culture 

Local history and heritage in this small area of rural Scotland is quite remarkable.  Birnam 
Wood is famous throughout the world for its association with Shakespeare’s Macbeth, and 
there are many other literary, musical, and cultural associations.   
 
Dunkeld ( Dun Chaillean) dates back to the mid 9th century and the beginning of the 

Canmore dynasty. Work on Dunkeld Cathedral began in 1260 and was completed more 
than 240 years later, in 1501.  A much earlier monastery previously stood on the site, 
where the bones of St. Columba are reputed to be buried.  The Battle of Dunkeld in 1689 
between forces of James VII and William I set much of the town ablaze – only three 
houses remained – and almost razed the cathedral to the ground.  Partly restored through 
the eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries, this beautiful landmark on the banks of 
the Tay still functions as a Church of Scotland Parish Kirk. 
 
Ossian's Hall of Mirrors at the Hermitage near Inver, overlooks the Black Linn falls on 
the River Braan. Built for the 2nd Duke of Atholl in 1757, it was restored in 1783 as a 
shrine to Ossian, the heroic Gaelic bard of the third century who, in Georgian times, 
gained worldwide fame with the reworking of his verses by James Macpherson. William 
Wordsworth later composed a poem describing this 'World of Wonder' (the Hermitage) 
and as the railway stretched north, it became a popular visitor destination for well-to-do 
Victorian society.  
 
Birnam Arts, known to locals simply as the Institute, is a multi-purpose arts centre with 
art and dance studios, theatre space and a wide range of classes.  It holds a café, a 
permanent exhibition on the local life of Beatrix Potter with a gift shop and adjacent public 
gardens, and a highly renowned live arts programme featuring music, plays, dance and 
comedy from all over the world.  Founded by public subscription in the 1880s, the original 
building was augmented by a modern extension in 2001. The Institute will celebrate its 
140th anniversary in 2023. 
 

Culture Perth & Kinross operates a part-time library service from a dedicated room within 
the Institute.  Along with other public services, the library has been the subject of 
‘review’ by the Council in recent years. It has been closed to the public since pandemic 
restrictions were introduced in March 2020 but currently offers pick-ups and deliveries of 

book requests.  
 

Famous former residents include “Father of Scottish fiddle music” Niel 
Gow, in whose honour an annual festival is held each March, attracting 
fiddle players from all over the world. In 2021 the Festival committee 
raised a statue to Niel near the Birnam / Dunkeld bridge facing towards 
his home in Inver. Due in part to the lasting influence of Gow and his sons 
who carried on his work, traditional folk music remains an important 
part of the fabric of the community. The Royal Hotel in Dunked hosts 
regular sessions, with open collaborations of local 
musicians with all comers, beginners to virtuosos, from far 
and wide. 
 

Beatrix Potter the children’s author and mycologist spent her childhood 
summers in Dalguise and befriended local postman and amateur botanist 
Charles McIntosh of Inver. Their friendship continued into adulthood. As a 
woman, Beatrix was not permitted to present her papers on new species of 
fungi to the Royal Society and  asked Charles to submit the work on her 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Braan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Murray,_2nd_Duke_of_Atholl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ossian


 

 

behalf.  As a 24-year old, Beatrix spent a summer at Eastwood House in Dunkeld where 
she produced the earliest versions of Peter Rabbit and Jeremy Fisher.  The Beatrix Potter 

Garden is next to Birnam Arts.   
Pre-Raphaelite artist John Everett Millais married local 
woman Effie Gray, and spent much of his late career 
painting landscapes and people of this area.  Glen 
Birnam, the example shown here, depicts a local woman 
walking the path from Murthly towards Birnam.   
 
Effie herself was previously married to John Ruskin 
(himself inspired by local myths and landscapes to write 
‘King of the Golden River’).  Their complicated and now 
infamous relationships became the subject of a 2014 
Hollywood movie with a cast including Dakota Fanning, 
Emma Thompson, David Suchet and Robbie Coltrane. 
  

Perthshire Amber Festival 
Internationally renowned folk musician and local resident 
Dougie MacLean has run the biennial Amber Festival at 
the end of October / early November for almost 20 years 
now.  It attracts some of the biggest names in folk music 
and is an important part of the community calendar.  

 
Other local festivals 
include: 
Unplugged, founded 
in 2015 by activists 
from the Dunkeld & 
Birnam Climate Café  
is a week-long series 
of events in early 
September featuring 
music, poetry, art, 
talks and workshops 
around environmental 
themes.  The 
Unplugged week 
dovetails with 
Summerfest, where 
harvest produce from 
local community growing projects The Orchard and The Field are celebrated. 
 
Birnam Book Festival was held at Birnam Arts in 2018 and 2019, and sustained in 2020 
through a series of online events and workshops, including one which appeared as part of 
the BBC’s Big Book Weekend.  Some “alfresco” events are being arranged for 2021 with 
the full festival planned to return in 2022. 
 

Birnam Highland Games takes place every August and includes all the traditional events 
you would expect – caber tossing, piping competitions, sword dancing and more.  
Amongst the many Highland games held across Scotland, Birnam is notable for hosting 
the World Haggis Eating Championship. It has a gained a considerable reputation both 
for the quality of competition and for the organisation of the Games. 



 

 

 
Santa Day 
Beginning thirty-two years ago Santa Day has grown into a major celebration for the local 
community, as well as attracting many visitors to Dunkeld.  Organised by Dunkeld & 
Birnam Events Group, they have managed to persuade the real Santa Claus and his 
reindeers to make time in their busy schedule to visit on the second Saturday of 
December.  Landing in the grounds of the Birnam Hotel where hundreds of locals come to 

greet him, the crowd follow 
Santa and his sleigh through 
Birnam and over the bridge 
to Dunkeld, where music, 
entertainments and dozens 
of stalls are ready to keep 
everyone amused while the 
children wait their turn to 
visit the great man in his 
grotto. 
 
Although everybody 
understood Santa wasn’t 
able to come in 2020 

because of pandemic restrictions in Lapland, he and his trusty reindeers are planning to 
resume their now traditional visit to Dunkeld on Saturday 11th December 2021.  And if 
you’re very, very good you might even be allowed to meet him.  
   

 
Sports & outdoor recreation 

Dunkeld and surrounds host an annual Enduro mountain biking challenge, drawing 
hundreds of competitors to the area every spring, the season that also sees hill runners 
come to race up the punishing inclines of Birnam Hill.  These events are only a couple of 
many attractions that make PH8 a popular destination for mountain bikers, salmon fishers, 
climbers, trail runners, open water swimmers, hillwalkers and more.  All these activities 
can and do attract visitors from all over the world, bringing significant economic value to 
(local-out) the local area in terms of tourism, as well as supporting a wide range of local 
services and commercial activities that have developed locally to meet the demand. 
 

A bowling green, tennis courts and recreation field are all located in an area of Little 
Dunkeld by the banks of the Tay.  A local group has been set up to plan and develop a 
Sports Hub (MUGA) on this site, with £200,000 raised so far towards an estimated final 
cost £350,000.  This development will include a multi-purpose indoor court and changing 
facilities, along with a meeting room for the area’s many sports clubs and associations. 
 
Dunkeld & Birnam Golf Club was founded in 1892 and remains a popular and thriving 
concern located on the Blairgowrie Road and bordering the picturesque Loch o the 
Lowes.  The clubhouse has a bar and restaurant which can be booked for functions. 
 

Dunkeld & Birnam Angling Association is another highly popular and active group, 
helping to administer permits for several beats along the Tay and Braan rivers.  Trout day 
Permits are issued through the Post Office in Birnam. 
  



 

 

10.  Natural Environment and Access 

Much of the countryside in PH8 is designated as a national scenic area (NSA) – one of 40 
such designations in Scotland – defined to identify areas of exceptional scenery and 
ensure its protection by restricting certain forms of development.  The River Tay passes 
through Birnam and Dunkeld and is an NSA covering 5,708 hectares (14,100 acres).  The 
River Braan winds its way near to Trochry, Amulree and other parts of PH8 before joining 
the Tay below Inver.   
 
PH8 itself is in a part of Perthshire often marketed as “Big Tree Country”, parts of which lie 
in estates owned by the Duke of Atholl or the Earl of Murthly.  Perth & Kinross Countryside 
Trust manage large tracts of these forests on behalf of the estates, particularly those parts 
where public access or right of way is permitted. 
  

Westerly areas of PH8 also form part of the Tay Forest Park, a network of forests 
managed by Forestry & Land Scotland that spread across the Highland parts 
of Perthshire.  This includes Allean Forest, notable for its ruins of a Pictish fort and one of 
the dozens of woodland trail walks that run through PH8.    
  

Big Tree Country in PH8 is heavily wooded and has several notable trees, including 
the Birnam Oak, believed to be the only remaining tree from the Birnam Wood famous as 
a location and integral part of the plot to Shakespeare’s Macbeth: 

 
Macbeth shall never vanquish'd be until 

Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill 
Shall come against him. 

  

Other significant trees in the area include ‘Niel Gow's Oak’, under which Niel Gow 
composed many of Scotland's famous strathspeys and reels. It is marked by a sculpted 
bench and stands near to Gow's home village of Inver.  ‘The Parent Larch’ near the 
Cathedral is the sole survivor from a group of larches collected from the mountains of 
the Tyrol mountains in 1738.  This tree provided the seed source that introduced larches to 
the British mainland. 
  

About two miles northeast of Dunkeld is the Loch of the Lowes nature reserve.  Managed 
by the Scottish Wildlife Trust the reserve contains a visitor centre and a viewing platform 
for an osprey nest, as well as being a noted location for beavers and red squirrels. 
 
Beavers became a protected species in 2019 following their reintroduction to Scotland a 
decade before. There are now estimated to be around 3-400 along the length of the Tay 
and its tributaries, including several with PH8 postcodes - one of the highest 
concentrations of beavers in the UK.  We are also home to a strong population of otters in 
the network of rivers through PH8. 
 
Our local area is also notable for its red squirrel population, though there is some concern 
greys are gaining ground.  The Scottish Wildlife Trust also cites the area as home to 
several rarer species, including pine marten, peregrine, cuckoo, and red kite. 
 
There are many fine walks in and around the PH8 area.  The 1,325ft (404m) summit of 
Birnam Hill – part of the Murthly Estate overlooking the village – lies just south of the 
railway station and can be ascended from there, or from a car park to the east.  

 

Environmental Concerns 
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Litter, fires, and damage to woodlands linked to the popularity of wild camping have 
become a growing concern in recent years, as has littering by visitors in general.  With the 
wide open spaces and hills that define PH8, few would expect poor air quality to be an 
issue and of course for the vast majority living in the area that is true.  Residents in the 
centre of Dunkeld, however, noticed a significant improvement in air quality around Bridge 
Street, Atholl Street and the Cross when lockdown reduced visitor numbers to almost zero.  
This issue was highlighted in the community consultation as another problem arising from  
increasing congestion and pressure on parking in and around those streets. 
 
Pollution from traffic in Dunkeld is another issue to emerge, and many have expressed 
serious worries about the long-term effects on local ecology with the intended expansion of 
the A9 through the narrow passage between Birnam and Strathbraan, as well as the 
shorter-term impacts of what will be a long, complicated, and invasive construction period.  
Resulting diversions through Dunkeld & Birnam during construction would likely add to 
already entrenched problems around traffic management, not least for the safety of 
pedestrians negotiating the treacherous paths across an even busier Telford Bridge.  
Blocking off access roads to Trochry, Amulree and Dalguise for extended periods during 
the roadworks could also raise safety concerns, and current plans’ show a lack of bridges 
or tunnels for wildlife to cross the road, which could decimate populations of several 
species. 
 
Recent years have seen Perth & Kinross Council encourage communities to develop 
resilience plans to help prepare for episodes of extreme weather, which in the case of PH8 
could entail heavy snow cutting off outlying settlements, but also the increasing risk of 
flooding.  The Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) highlights several areas 
within PH8 as flood risks.  Properties in Birnam, Dunkeld, Dalguise and Butterstone have a 
10% risk of flooding in any year, and several areas near Loch Skiach and at various points 
in Strathbraan face a similar level of risk. 
 
In the wake of the Covid pandemic and with increasing pressure from climate change 
impacts, SEPA is one of several key agencies consulting with local, national and UK 
governments to review planning laws and construction standards as part of a larger 
initiative to transition from fossil-fuel economies.  The implications of global warming are 
profound for the world, but in this locality soil degradation is a growing concern as plants 
accustomed to the traditional Scottish climate struggle to thrive, while some of the 
foundational species in our renowned “Big Tree Country” are also showing effects of 
climate shifts, along with native animals, birds and insects – further evidence that the 
effects of global warming are upon us and growing fast. 
 

  

  



 

 

11. Travel and Transport 

The alignment of Dunkeld was radically altered in 1809 when Thomas Telford designed 
and built a new stone bridge over the River Tay at the east end of the town, its 
construction requiring the laying out of a new street (Bridge Street – Atholl Street) at right 
angles to the old alignment.  This street was part of the main route north to Inverness until 
Birnam and Dunkeld were bypassed by the construction of the A9 road in 1977. 
  

Several parts of the A9 have become an accident black spot over the past forty years, not 
least a three-mile stretch that passes Birnam, Dunkeld, Inver and Dalguise.  This  
informed the motivation for the Scottish Government to instruct tenders for plans to 
upgrade the A9 to dual carriageway from Perth  to Inverness – a 110-mile project with an 
estimated cost of more than £3 billion and one of the largest and most expensive capital 
investments ever undertaken in Scotland. 
 

Present road infrastructure means Glasgow and Edinburgh are a little over one hour by car 
from Birnam, and around two hours’ drive  from Inverness.  There are regular bus and 
coach services to Birnam and Dunkeld along the A9, with long-distance coaches operated 
by Scottish Citylink to Perth, Aberdeen, and Edinburgh. 
 
Public Transport 
Dunkeld & Birnam railway station is on the Highland 
mainline between Perth and Inverness. 
Most services on the route extend to either Edinburgh Waverley or Glasgow Queen Street; 
on Sundays only a southbound train operated by the East Coast Main 
line operator extends to London King's Cross via Edinburgh, although there is no 
corresponding northbound service from London.  A daily service is offered by the 
overnight Caledonian Sleeper trains to and from London Euston. 

 
The railway station is a listed building but its 
Victorian design means there are some 
significant problems around access.  
Departing from the northbound platform 
requires crossing the track via a metal 
footbridge, all but impossible for wheelchair 
users or those with a significant mobility 
issue.  In addition, platform height north and 
southbound is around a foot below modern 
standards, again creating a significant 
hazard for passengers boarding or alighting 
trains, most particularly for disabled 
travellers. 

 
Preserving bus services on the Birnam/Dunkeld-Perth route was the subject of a local 
campaign over recent years.  Though the campaign was successful in maintaining most of 
the established service, there are continuing calls for an in-depth review to help ensure 
key workers can travel to and from Perth or Pitlochry outwith present service hours, 
especially lower paid employees working unsocial early morning / late evening shift 
patterns. 
 
The most regular local bus on the Perth to Birnam & Dunkeld route is Stagecoach daily 
service 23/23A running 14 journeys between 7am and 9pm.  Fishers Tours operate a 
single service running from Arbroath to Fort William stopping at Birnam Hotel both ways. 
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A9 Dualling 

In the coming decade the major infrastructure project to upgrade the A9 to dual 
carriageway from Perth to Inverness will have a huge and lasting impact on the social, 
environmental and economic life of the PH8 community.  The Birnam-Ballinluig section of 
the 110-mile project is only six miles long, yet the difficulties presented by this narrow 
passage in the natural topography of hills and rivers, especially at Birnam, Dunkeld, Inver 
and Dalguise, mean that one third of the overall £3 billion budget for the project may be 
required to meet the unique combination of challenges in this short stretch. 
 
Over the past five years, the A9 Birnam to Ballinluig Community Group has represented 
local interests in the project, engaging in a pioneering approach to local consultation, 
information sharing through the ‘Co-Creative’ process. This saw several hundred local 
residents participate in selecting a ‘community preferred route’ which was put to the 
Scottish Government in 2018.  Final decisions for this section of the upgrade are yet to be 
announced by the Scottish Government, but the Community Group and other local 
residents continue to advocate for safer junctions and access on and off the A9.  
 
Earlier in 2021, however, it was announced Transport Scotland had been instructed to 
prepare a cost/benefit analysis on the various options for the overall project, including the 
key Birnam-Ballinluig section.  The Co-creative Group is now pursuing face-to-face talks 
with the newly appointed Transport Minister overseeing the project, Graeme Dey MSP.   
 

  



 

 

12. Police & Emergency Services 

PH8 lies in ‘D’ Division of North Command in Police Scotland’s jurisdiction. There are no 
Police Stations located in PH8, but the population is served by the Community Policing 
Team working from Pitlochry station.  Sergeant James Longton is the senior Community 
Police Officer for the PH8 area.  
 
The last 10 years have seen big changes in the allocation of resources, with an emphasis 
more on regional and national priorities and less on on local priorities.  Restructuring 
of policing in response to public demand and organisational requirements has, for 
instance, seen specialist departments created to tackle cyber-crime and cyber-bullying.  
These new priorities are served by specialist teams located in Perth and Dundee rather 
than locally based officers. 
 
Inevitably this change in focus has led to a review of police resources. Currently under 
consideration is a proposal to increase the geographical area currently covered by our 
local Community Policing team.  This would extend the existing team’s responsibility to an 
area roughly double the size of that at present, taking in Stanley, Bankfoot, Luncarty and 
the new Bertha Park estate of more than 3,000 homes.  
 
Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 

The SFRS has 14 community fire stations located at strategic points across Perth & 
Kinross.  These stations provide prevention, protection and response services tailored to 
local needs and comprise 1 Wholetime station, 10 Retained Duty System Stations (RDS) 
and 3 Volunteer Duty System (VDS) stations. 
 

The only VDS station in PH8 is located at Perth Road in Birnam.  Its long-term future is 
under review, however,  owing to a lack of fit and able volunteers who meet the criteria of 
living within eight minutes travel of the station.  This concerning issue is related in part to 
the lack of housing affordable for key workers and younger people. 
 
Tayside Mountain Rescue 
PH8 features many popular hillwalking destinations, with the inevitable accidents and 
misadventures that throws up so the area is covered by Tayside Mountain Rescue Team.  
These highly skilled and well trained volunteers are on call 24 hours, 365 days a year, 
often putting themselves at risk to help others who find themselves in trouble. 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Strategic Considerations 
 

PH8 has long been considered an area of outstanding natural beauty and historical importance , 
attracting people from far and near, some to visit and some to stay. The balance of ages within the 
community now, however, poses certain challenges. A preponderance of older people, may lead 
to a greater call on health and care services, with fewer younger people available to form part of 
that supportive workforce. If this demographic is driven by people looking to retire to the area,  
they may also lack local family support in their later years.  
 
A significant rise in house prices and short term rentals across the area in recent times, particularly 
affected by COVID and the rise in people moving from urban areas to work remotely in rural areas 
and holidaying in the UK, has affected the ability of local young people and families to find a 
home, either in the private rented sector or in the residential housing market. In addition, the fact 
that there are limited downsizing opportunities for elderly residents of PH8 who therefore remain 
in large family sized homes, coupled with the aging population of PH8, means that many larger 
houses in the area are occupied by individuals or couples. If the financial challenges of the 
pandemic now result in landlords selling off properties in this buoyant market, to be used as short 
term lets or second homes, what will be the impact on the local community: young people 
thinking of staying in the area; prospective staff to support local services; families whose children 
might attend the school, could all be forced to look elsewhere for housing.  
 
The proportion of young people securing qualifications at degree level or above is high compared 
to both Perth and Kinross and to Scotland as a whole. What’s less clear is how many of them are 
then able to secure employment consistent with those qualifications within the Perth and Kinross 
area. Many opportunities to work remotely have arisen from the COVID pandemic, it is too soon to 
tell whether these opportunities will be available to all, including those starting out on the job 
ladder.  
 
The numbers employed in hotels and catering demonstrates the crucial importance of tourism to 
PH8. A burgeoning tourism market, however, may also bring its own challenges - eg traffic, 
pollution, conversion of residential housing into short-term lets and its impact on the rising house 
prices.  
 
The number of people working from home is now likely to be even higher than the 18% noted in 
the 2011 Census. Home working may afford greater convenience to some, but may also, as the 
pandemic demonstrated, add to the stresses faced by others whose home becomes their office.  
 
Good Broadband speed is clearly a major issue both for traders and for many local residents across 
the PH8 area. If not improved, this may have a direct impact on the local economy.  
 
The proposal to extend the geographical area covered by the Police Scotland team covering the 
PH8 area will further challenge an already stretched local service, with possible consequences for 
Community Safety. 
  
Railway platform heights and access arrangements at Dunkeld and Birnam station adversely 
impact the ability of those with mobility issues of any sort to use this important transport service. 
 



 

 

Dunkeld and Birnam have a well-established Primary School with a rich and long heritage. 
Looking to the future it is an asset to the community which has to be safeguarded. The 
main issue it currently faces are the demographics of the PH8 area and the difficulty new 
families who wish to move to the area currently have in securing accommodation. 
Currently, the school accommodates at least 20% placing requests from outside the 
catchment area. In addition, staff who wish to work at the school and live in the area will 
also have difficulty securing accommodation. 
 
There is an early years nursery at the school and a private nursery adjacent to the school 
which provide childcare for 3 – 5 yr olds in the case of the school and 0 – 5 year olds in the 
case of Puddleduck Nursery. However, parents have in the past had to utilise childcare 
outside of the PH8 area due to the absence of sufficient wrap around care in Dunkeld and 

Birnam. This may be exacerbated once the A9 dualling is complete. It remains to be 
seen whether the greater proximity of the new high school at Bertha Park will 
result in parents within PH8 choosing to make placing requests there, in 
preference to their children attending Breadalbane .  
 
But all the above are set against a backdrop of three international and one local 
development - Brexit, the aftermath of the Pandemic, the A9 development and 
Climate Change. 
 
Brexit appears to have had a medium-term impact on local agriculture, upon recruitment in 
tourism and care and upon the supply of certain foodstuffs. Perhaps the early work 
sponsored by the PH8 Covid group into food supply, during the first lockdown, has more 
immediate resonance than was initially appreciated. It also remains to be seen whether the 
difficulties experienced by both traders and tradespeople in securing raw materials and 
equipment will ease in the months/years to come.  
 
Similarly, the Pandemic has seen a significant growth, both in visitor numbers ‘post lock 
downs ‘and in house prices. An already buoyant house market has become inaccessible to 
many younger, local people and families wishing to move to the area to make their home, 
while the impact of tourism in all its forms, both in Dunkeld and Birnam and in surrounding 
rural areas, is now affecting many local residents. 
 
And as PH8 awaits a Scottish Government decision on the exact path and access routes 
for the A9, many local people fear its possible impact on everyday living. Will traders see a 
dip in trade as tourists choose to avoid Dunkeld and Birnam during the lengthy period of 
construction? Will people living near its path experience higher levels of noise and 
disturbance? Will the lengthy traffic queues during the first stage from Perth to the Pass of 
Birnam be accentuated as work moves onto the narrow passage between Birnam and the 
Railway? 
 
So what will the rich, natural heritage of the PH8 area look like in ten years’ time? Will it 
remain ‘Big Tree Country’ or will soil degradation take its toll? Will it still be home to such a 
remarkable range of fauna? Will a redeveloped A9 and pressure from tourism place even 
greater pressure on them ? And how will the extremes of weather associated with climate 
change affect the quality of life for other residents of the area, human and animal?  
 
 


