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What this survey is about – and why it is important

It has been many years since we asked ourselves these questions.  With 
unprecedented effects of the pandemic likely to have far-reaching impacts well 
into the future, now is pivotal time to think about where we are, what we need, 
and how to shape our community for the better.

Why “PH8”?  Several other communities across Perthshire are undertaking similar community action 
planning as part of a drive from Perth & Kinross Council for local input to inform future service 
provision and funding strategies.  The PH8 postal area includes Amulree, Butterstone, Dalguise, Inver, 
Trochry plus several other smaller settlements, and connects as a community through the shops, 
businesses and services in and around Dunkeld & Birnam at its heart. 

Who is carrying out the Survey?  PH8 Community Matters is a project by the community for the 
community.  The Steering Group developed from the PH8 Coronavirus Action Group and consists of 
local people from across the community representing a wide range of local interests and concerns, 
including three people from the Community Council.  

What is it for?  The findings of the survey and subsequent focus groups, interviews, and feedback 
from the community events will be used to develop a Community Action Plan.  This five-year plan 
will be used to support representations to local council, guide the Community Council, and help 
future funding applications from local organisations and groups. 

Who will be involved?  Everyone and anyone living in PH8 postcode area! To make sure this plan 
is representative of the whole community and captures what matters to people most, it’s vital we 
connect with as many people, organisations, institutions and businesses as possible.

How will it be delivered in Covid times?  Every precaution will be taken to ensure all activities in 
the process adhere to restrictions applicable at the time.  The survey has been risk assessed and 
volunteers given guidance on how to work in a Covid safe way.  Where possible we will use online 
platforms to engage with people and run activities.  We realise this is not ideal, so also plan to 
engage with some groups of people in person, while still adhering to the rules.

When and How do I complete the survey?  We aim to have all the surveys completed 
by Wednesday 21st April.  If this has been delivered to your house please fill it in.  
There will be collection points in your local area as well as volunteers who will visit 
door-to-door and help you to complete the survey. Easier still, you can complete the 
survey online at: www.dunkeldandbirnamnews.co.uk or use one this QR code box to 
complete on your phone.

We really want to hear from all age groups, so please ask everyone in your household to complete 
a survey, either online or on additional paper copies.  If you or someone you know needs extra 
paper copies, help from a volunteer, a large print version, or in a language other than English, 
please email ph8communityvision@gmail.com or call 07784 703207.

PRIZE DRAW:  YOUR CHANCE TO WIN UP £100 IN GIFT VOUCHERS FOR LOCAL SHOPS!
Once you’ve completed the Community Survey, simply fill in and tear off the declaration below, and 
return both to one of our collection boxes or one of our volunteers.  The draw will take place at our 
planned community event this spring.

Your name: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________Telephone:____________________________
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1.  What do you like most about the PH8 area?
Please tell us 5 things about this area which appeal to you and rank them 1 to 5 
(1 being the most important) 

 Attractive villages, shops and housing

 Activities for young people 

 Cultural activities and opportunities

 Educational and childcare opportunities

 Good place to raise a family

 Good range and standard of services

 Heritage and history

 Safe and peaceful place to live

 Scenery and natural environment

 Sports & recreation facilities

 Strong sense of community

 Transport links

Please list anything beyond the examples above and/or add more detail on your choices.

2. What concerns you most about the PH8 area?
Please tell us 5 things about this area which concern you and rank them 1 to 5 (1 being the most 
concerning).

 Broadband (access, quality, reliability)

 Buses / public transport

 Crime / Safety

 Education and childcare provision

 Employment opportunities

 Health & Social Care (for vulnerable people)

 Housing (e.g. cost, availability, quality)

 Lack of activities for young people

 Opportunities for business development 

 Pollution / environment

 Roads (e.g. traffic, parking, cycling)

 Social Isolation

Tell us your thoughts and ideas for your community!

Please add anything beyond the examples above and/or add more detail on your concerns.

3.  Are there any localised services or support introduced since Covid that you would like to see 
continue beyond the pandemic?
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4.  As we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic, how would you like to see the community build 
back greener and stronger?

5. What would make our community better to live in, work in, or visit?

6. What do you think should be the main priorities for action?
A Small Thing (e.g. something we could achieve in the coming months)

A BIG Thing (something we can work towards over the next 5 years…)

7. Can you describe what you hope your community will be like by 2030?  
Write your ideas below or – if you like – draw a picture!
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Thank you 
for completing this survey

We want to hear views from as wide a range of local residents as possible, so we’d be 
delighted to receive surveys from any other members of your household.  Please let others 
know they can complete the survey online at: www.dunkeldandbirnamnews.co.uk

Or let people know they can use this QR code box to complete the survey on their phone.

RETURNING YOUR SURVEY 
Volunteers will be visiting most households in PH8 to collect completed surveys, from 6th April 
onwards.  There will also be a number of collection points in local communities across PH8, so 
look out for posters directing you to those.  Please note the closing date for receiving copies 
is Wednesday 21st April.  

All information generated through this survey is provided anonymously and used for analysis only.
No survey responses are or will be attributed to any individual or household.

All collation, input, analysis, and future use of information gathered will be conducted 
in compliance with UK Government GDPR / Data Protection legislation.

8.  Do you use services from any local community groups or organisations?

 A local church or religious group

 Arts and Music / Heritage 

 Business group / association

 Children’s activities / clubs

 Climate / environmental groups

 Community growing initiatives

 Food Larder

 Local community campaigns

 Seniors’ activities or clubs

 Sports / recreation clubs

Any other (please specify and/or add more detail to choice above)

9. We do not require anyone’s name or address for this survey, but it is essential we know 
postcodes to see if particular issues are felt more strongly in certain parts of our community.     

Please complete your full postcode here:  PH8 _____

This survey and action planning process is managed by PH8 Community Matters, 
with funding support from Dunkeld & Birnam Community Council, Perth & Kinross Council, 

the Leader Fund, PH8 Covid Fund and the SSE Griffin & Calliachar Community Fund.
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Inclusion is at the heart of this community initiative. We aim to reflect the diversity of Scotland today, 
and work within the Equality Act 2010.  This final part of the survey is not essential, but would help 
immensely if you could tell us:

1. Which age band you are in?

 5-11   12-17   18-24   25-35   36-45   

 46-55   56-69   70+   Prefer not to say  

2. How would you identify your gender? (please state your preference)

 Prefer not to say   Female   Male   Other _________________

3. Sexual orientation - Which of the following options best describes how you think of yourself?

 Prefer not to say   Heterosexual/Straight    Gay/Lesbian 

 Bisexual     Other _________________  

4. What is your ethnicity?  Ethnic origin is not about nationality, place of birth, or citizenship.  It is about 
the group to which you perceive you belong.

Asian / Asian British

 Prefer not to say   Arabic     Bangladeshi 

 Chinese     Indian      Pakistani

 Any other Asian ethnic group, please write in: __________________

Black / African / Caribbean / Black British

 Prefer not to say    African     Caribbean  

 Any other Black / African / Caribbean background, please write in: ______________

Mixed / multiple ethnic groups

 Prefer not to say   White & Asian   

 White & Black African   White & Black Caribbean 

 Any other mixed / multiple ethnic group, please write in: ____________

White

 Prefer not to say   British     English     

 Gypsy/ Irish Traveller   Irish     Northern Irish    

 Polish     Scottish     Welsh      

 Any other white ethnic group, please write in: ______________

5. Disability – Do you have any condition which has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12 
months?

 Prefer not to say     Cognitive or learning disabilities 

 Hearing impaired / Deaf    Mental health condition    

 Other long-term / chronic condition  Physical disabilities

 Visual Impairment     Other disability, please write in: ___________________

6. Do you have caring responsibilities? If yes, please tick any or all which apply:

 Primary carer of child/children (under 18)  Primary carer of disabled child/children

 Primary carer of disabled adult (18 +)  Primary carer of older person

 Secondary carer (another person carries out the main caring role
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PH8 Community Matters - Who we are!
A Steering Group has been set up to oversee the process, involving local people 
from across the area and from different community groups and organisations.  
We’ve also appointed two locally based Community Connectors to coordinate all 
aspects of the survey.  If you have any questions about the survey, the process or 
the plan, you can email our Community Connectors on ph8communitymatters@gmail.com

Sophie Cade is Co-chair of PH8 
Community Matters and lives in 
Birnam, employed in fundraising and 
project management. She is active 
in the A9 Birnam to Ballinluig Group, 
the Dunkeld & Birnam Playgroup, 
and helped coordinate the volunteer 
shopping service over lockdown. 

Ruby Flatley lives in Inver and is a 
sixth-year student at Breadalbane 
Academy. She is active in climate 
change volunteering and educating 
young people about climate 
change. Ruby is a trained Climate 
Reality leader, qualifying from the Al 
Gore supported programme in 2016. 

Jane Gordon has lived in Butterstone 
for 25 years, having been brought 
up in the Dunkeld area. Her children 
attended the Royal School of 
Dunkeld then Breadalbane 
Academy, as do three of her 
grandchildren.  She has served on 
many local committees, and currently 
volunteers with Lunch Club and the 
Beatrix Potter Shop in Birnam Arts.

Lachlan McEwan was born in  
Inchmagrann-achan, and has lived in 
the PH8 area all his life. Along with his 
wife Gillian, Lachlan has run Lachman 
Friday since 1992.  He is Chair of 
Dunkeld & Birnam events group – 
organisers of Santa Day – and is also 
serves as a community councillor.

Stuart Paton and his family live in 
Strathbraan and he is one of a core 
group who have coordinated the 
community response to the Covid 
emergency.  Stuart chairs the Sports & 
Leisure Hub working on the proposed 
development of a covered, lit MUGA. 

Caroline Wilding lives in Dunkeld 
and is a parent of children at the 
Royal School of Dunkeld.  Caroline 
works in social research policy, and 
volunteers to coordinate and deliver 
the community food larders in the 
PH8 area, and She is also a member 
of Dunkeld & Birnam Community 
Council.

Drew Campbell and Eilidh Hodgson are our Community Connectors whose role is 
to coordinate the survey, support the volunteers, undertake interviews with focus 
groups, and draft the action plan.  Eilidh has lived in the PH8 area since she was two 
years old and grown up in the community, moving back in 2020 after graduating 
from the University of Edinburgh.  Drew moved to Birnam seven years ago, and you 
may know him from his previous work at Birnam Arts or with the Birnam Book Festival.

Anne Cameron has lived most of 
her life in Dunkeld & Birnam.  Now 
resident in Dalguise, she worked in 
the local community with both NHS 
Tayside and Perth & Kinross Council, 
notably the Older People’s Mental 
Health Team and Social Work Dept.

John Gilruth is Co-chair of PH8 
Community Matters.  He is a long-time 
volunteer, including the local Gien A 
Haund.  From Fife, but with forebears 
from this area, he retired to Dunkeld 
with his partner after a career in Local 
Authority management, much of it in 
Perth & Kinross. 

Calum Martin is Co-chair of PH8 
Community Matters and lives in 
Dunkeld, where his children attend 
the Royal School. Calum helped 
coordinate shopping deliveries during 
lockdown, coordinates / delivers 
from community food larders in PH8, 
and serves on Dunkeld & Birnam 
Community Council.

Lindsay McManaman has lived in 
Glen Quaich for eight years, right 
on the edge of the PH8 area.  She 
began volunteering as a teenager 
and continues this in several roles in 
local groups in Amulree.  You may 
know her as the “Usborne Book Lady” 
or from activities with the school her 
three children attend.

Brenda Roddy moved to Birnam 10 
years ago to set up Jessie Mac’s, a 
five-star hostel.  She chaired Dunkeld 
& Birnam Tourist Association for 3 
years and stepped up to help as a 
business link when Covid struck the 
community. Her background includes 
climate change, funding and project 
development.
Simon Yearsley has run The Scottish 
Deli in Dunkeld for over five years and 
lived in Highland Perthshire for 20.  
Born in Yorkshire, Simon has a passion 
for understanding what makes 
communities tick, and is keen to play 
a part in helping PH8 Community 
Matters develop.
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What happens next?
There are a few more essential steps that will happen over the spring and summer:

Consultation and engagement activities – Following on from the survey a range of 
interviews and focus groups will dig a little deeper for more detailed information 
from relevant stakeholders (businesses, support groups, churches, etc.) on certain 
themes/issues.  We also plan to run various activities aimed at engaging young people and children 
so we can hear their ideas on their terms too.

Public displays, chat sessions, drop-in events and other more creative/artistic ways of expressing 
all the ideas captured will follow in the summer – restrictions permitting – offering opportunities to 
discover the findings, interact with the information, and reflect, comment and feedback on what is 
produced.  

Community Action Plan – As a culmination of all the above, we will produce a final document 
that pulls together the many different aspirations, opportunities and strengths as well as, issues and 
problems we have to tackle in our community.  

The document will set out our shared vision for the future, identifying priorities, actions and ways of 
working together to move forward, including concrete goals to inform development of specific 
projects and/or solutions. 

The plan will include a Community Profile – Hard data collated from a range of sources will describe 
the make-up of our community in terms of demographics, socio-economic characteristics, services 
etc.

How will it be achieved?
The action planning process is supported and funded by Dunkeld & Birnam Community Council, 
Perth & Kinross Council Leader, and SSE Griffin Community Fund.  This will pay for local people to 
deliver the consultation activities, expert support on planning consultation methods, analysis of 
findings, promotional support, and the purchase of materials required.  Volunteers will also play a 
hugely important role in supporting and promoting the survey and consultation activities. 

How can I get involved?
First and foremost, you can complete and return the community survey! Also, you can follow us on:

You can look out for opportunities to participate 
in our activities and ways of contributing ideas online.  

If you’d like to sign up for the PH8 volunteer list 
please contact ph8communitymatters@gmail.com and we’ll keep you informed of any 

volunteering opportunities that arise throughout the process.

And finally: Please remember to complete and return your survey.  YOUR  voice is an essential part 
of this process – to help shape the future of YOUR community!

This survey and action planning process is managed by PH8 Community Matters, 
with funding support from Dunkeld & Birnam Community Council, Perth & Kinross Council, 

the Leader Fund, PH8 Covid Fund and the SSE Griffin & Calliachar Community Fund.

@MattersPh8PH8 Community Matters @ph8communitymatters


